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Honor is above all the keen sensitivity to the experience of humiliation and
shame, a sensitivity manifested by the desire to be envied by others and the
propensity to envy the successes of others. To simplify greatly, honor is that
disposition which makes one act to shame others who have shamed oneself,
to humiliate others who have humiliated oneself. The honorable person is
one whose self-esteem and social standing is intimately dependent on the
esteem or the envy he or she actually elicits in others. At root honor means
‘don't tread on me’. But to show someone you were not to be trod upon often
meant that you had to hold yourself out as one who was willing to tread on
others. [...] In the culture of honor, the prospect of violence inhered in virtually
every social interaction between free men. [...] For shame and envy are
quickly reprocessed as anger, and anger often is a prelude to aggression.*®
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Self regard forbids any action which may be interpreted as weakness.
Normally this would include any altruistic behavior to an unrelated man.
Co-operation, tolerance, love, must give way to autarky, arrogance, hostility."®
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the value of a person in his own eyes, but also in the eyes of his society.
It is his estimation of his own worth, his claim to pride, but it is also the
acknowledgment of that claim, his excellence recognized by society, his right

to pride.'”

J.K. Campbell, supra note 9, at p. 151 16
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The sentiment of honor inspires conduct which is honorable, the conduct
receives recognition and established reputation, and reputation is finally
sanctified by the bestowal of honors. Honor felt becomes honor claimed and

honor claimed becomes honor paid.*®
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the possession of honor guarantees against dishonor, for the simple reason
that it places a man (if he has enough of it) in a position in which he cannot be
challenged or judged. The king cannot be dishonored. What he is guarantees

the evaluation of his actions."®
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The honor of a man and of a woman [...] imply quite different modes of
conduct. This is so in any society. A woman is dishonored [...] with the
tainting of her sexual purity, but a man [is] not. While certain conduct is
honorable for both sexes, honor-shame requires conduct in other spheres,

Pitt-Rivers, ibid., atp. 22 18
ibid. atp. 37 19
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which is exclusively a virtue of one sex or the other. It obliges a man to
defend his honor and that of his family, a woman to conserve her purity.
[...] [R]estraint is the natural basis of sexual purity, just as masculinity is the
natural basis of authority and the defense of familial honor. [...] Masculinity
means courage whether it is employed for moral or immoral ends. [...] The
honor of a man is involved [...] in the sexual purity of his mother, wife and
daughters, and sisters, not in his own. [...] [T]he honorable woman: locked in

the house with a broken leg.2°
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Although the concept of human dignity has been used by the [American]
Supreme Court [...since 1946], its precise meaning has rarely been clarified.
The value of human dignity is often presupposed in moral and legal argument,

Peter Berger "On the Obsolescence of the Concept of Honor" Revisions: Changing 22
Perspectives in Moral Philosophy (eds. Stanley Hauerwas and Alasdair Maclintyre,
.University of Notre Dame Press, Notre Dame, 1983) 172, 174
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but the precise function of the concept is almost never explained. In
comparison with the attention it has paid to such notions as justice, equality,
and rights, contemporary scholarship has devoted surprisingly little analysis

to the concept of human dignity.2®
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[I]t is difficult to seize the judicial meaning of the concept of human dignity.
Therefore, some might even characterize human dignity as an ‘empty
formula amongst others’. Even if one does not agree and tries to define
the specific legal essence of the concept of human dignity, a very wide range

of applications still remains.2¢
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The ethos of honor is fundamentally opposed to a universal and formal
morality which affirms the equality in dignity of all men and consequently
the equality of their rights and duties. Not only do the rules imposed upon
men differ from those imposed upon women, and the duties towards men
differ from those towards women, but also the dictates of honor, directly
applied to the individual case and varying according to the situation, are
in no way capable of being made universal. This is so much the case that
a single system of values of honor establishes two opposing sets of rules
of conduct — on the one hand that which governs relationships between
kinsmen, and in general all personal relations that conform to the same
pattern as those between kinsmen; and on the other hand, that which is
valid in one’s relationships with strangers. This duality of attitudes proceeds
logically from the fundamental principle, [...] according to which the modes

of conduct of honor apply only to those who are worthy of them.2®
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Dignity, as against honor, always relates to the intrinsic humanity divested
of all socially imposed roles or norms. It pertains to the self as such, to the
individual regardless of his position in society. [...] Both honor and dignity
are concepts that bridge self and society. [...] The concept of honor implies
that identity is essentially, or at least importantly, linked to institutional roles.
The modern concept of dignity, by contrast, implies that identity is essentially
independent of institutional roles. [...] In a world of honor, the individual
discovers his true identity in his roles, and to turn away from the roles is to
turn away from himself — in ‘false consciousness’, one is tempted to add.
In a world of dignity, the individual can only discover his true identity by
emancipating himself from his socially imposed roles — the latter are only
masks, entangling him in illusion, ‘alienation’ and ‘bad faith’. [...] In a world of
honor, identity is firmly linked to the past through the reiterated performance of
prototypical acts. Inaworld of dignity, history is the succession of mystification

from which the individual must free himself to attain ‘authenticity’.’
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Pierre Bourdieu "The Sense of Honor" Algeria 1960 (Cambridge University Press,
.Cambridge, 1979) 95, 129
.Berger, supra note 22 :1Ix1 30
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With the move from honor to dignity has come a politics of universalism,
emphasizing the equal dignity of all citizens, and the content of this politics
has been the equalization of rights and entitlements. [...] By contrast, the
second change, the development of the modern notion of identity has given
rise to a politics of difference. [...] The politics of equal dignity is based on
the idea that all humans are equally worthy of respect. It is underpinned by a
notion of what in human beings commands respect, however we may try to

shy away from this ‘metaphysical’ background.32
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"The ethical test of any future institutions, and of the codes of honor they will : p»T'ny
entail, will be whether they succeed in embodying and in stabilizing the discoveries
of human dignity that are the principal achievements of modern man." Ibid., at p.
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The politics of difference grown organically out of the politics of universal
dignity through one of those shifts with which we are long familiar, where a new
understanding of the human social condition imparts a radically new meaning
to an old principle. Just as a view of human beings as conditioned by their
socioeconomic plight changed the understanding of second-class citizenship,
so that this category came to include, for example, people in inherited poverty
traps, so here the understanding of identity as formed in interchange, and
as possibly so malformed, introduces a new form of second-class status into
our purview. [...] Where the politics of universal dignity fought for forms of
nondiscrimination that were quite ‘blind’ to the ways in which citizens differ,
the politics of difference often redefines nondiscrimination as requiring that
we make these distinctions the basis of differential treatment. [...] Attempts
are [...] made to mediate, to show how some of these measures meant to
accommodate minorities can after all be justified on the original basis of

dignity.*4
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In 1878, Albia adopted the dueling practices of the German student
fraternities, introduced in Austria in the 1860s. This included an obligatory
code of honor, according to which conflicts and insults were to be settled or

vindicated through duels.®®
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began preparations for the fencing bout that would make him a senior
member (Bursch), attending fencing classes daily from one to three in the
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afternoon and from five to seven in the evening, and in addition taking a
special course with a fencing master. In view of his idealization of dueling as
a manly recourse for Jews, it is noteworthy that his duel, fought on 11 May
1881, was a disappointment by Albia standards. [...] As a result of Herzl's

weak performance, some were opposed to his acceptance.®
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Herzl continued to admire the duel as a test of honor. He was involved in
three challenges in the mid-1880s and was ready to launch another after he
became a Zioninist statesman.®?
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That the affair filled him with shame, that he feared he was a coward, Herzl
acknowledged himself. That Herzl saw his cowardice as a Jewish trait and
that this fed his Jewish self-contempt, can be concluded from his play.®®
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HerzI's Zionist politics was to transform Jews from wary, calculating survivors
lacking physical courage, into ‘real men’. Political Zionism was in some ways
a re-creation of Albia, writ large."?°
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Herzl was to oppose the Zionist policy of incremental settlement in
Palestine. Instead, Jews were to aim for Jewish sovereignty immediately.
Jews were to think big, to practice bold and risky self-assertion, to seek
sweeping solutions that would alter their situation in one fell swoop. They
were to be direct, to openly state their aims, proclaim them to the world
no matter what the risk to the fragile Jewish infrastructure in Ottoman
Palestine. As well, they were to develop physical strength and beauty,
ridding themselves of their blighted physiognomy. The Jewish state would
nurture physical courage by rewarding its outstanding adepts with medals

and prizes."%3
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Herzlean Zionism was [...] the outcome of wounded pride. [...] Jews were to
free themselves of shame and contempt and gain pride, respect and honor.
[...] Zionism served as a circuitous route to honor and acceptance. [...] Herzl
was more preoccupied with issues of Jewish pride and gentile recognition
than with the refuge for Jews in distress; more with Jewish honor than with

Jewish power.'°®
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he saw firsthand the quiet dignity of a culture whose national characteristics
were pronounced without being self-conscious and whose everyday life
mirrored a healthy and stable political legacy. The essential decency and
orderliness of its social life demonstrated a sensibility that he had discovered
long before, when he had first come to treasure the writings of English social

philosophers.**3
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